
Common Core State Standards
Key Ideas and Details RI 2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and 

how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

RI 2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus 
of specific paragraphs within the text.

RI 2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a 
text.

Craft and Structure RI 2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to 
a grade 2 topic or subject area.

RI 2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate 
key facts or information in a text efficiently.

RI 2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants 
to answer, explain, or describe.

Integration of Knowledge 
and Ideas

RI 2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine 
works) contribute to and clarify a text.

RI 2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in 
a text.

Key Ideas and Details RI 3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

RI 3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and 
explain how they support the main idea.

RI 3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in 
a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/
effect.

Craft and Structure RI 3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area.

RI 3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, 
hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

Integration of Knowledge 
and Ideas

RI 3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) 
and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).
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Key Ideas and Details RI 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

RI 4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported 
by key details; summarize the text.

RI 4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based 
on specific information in the text.

Craft and Structure RI 4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject 
area.

RI 4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/
effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information 
in a text or part of a text.

National Council for Social Studies Standards
Culture 1 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 

study of culture and cultural diversity.

Time, Continuity, and 
Change

2 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 
study of the past and its legacy.

People, Places, and 
Environments

3 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 
study of people, places, and environments.

Individual Development 
and Identity

4 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 
study of individual development and identity.

Individuals, Groups, and 
Institutions

5 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 
study of interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.

Power, Authority, and 
Governance

6 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 
study of how people create, interact with, and change structures of power, 
authority, and governance.
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