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How Animals Evolved

Match the vocab words to their definitions. 

Matching

A1

C3

F6

B2

E5

D4

G7

Answer Key: 1) C, 2) E, 3) A, 4) B, 5) G, 6) D, 7) F

a group of animals that have a 
bony or cartilaginous spine.

vertebrates

trait

an explanation for how things 
work and why things happen.

a quality or feature  
of something.

theory

a group of living things that are 
very much alike.

species

an animal that lives by hunting 
and eating other animals

predator

an increase in the variety of  
animals that are different from 

one another.

diversify

made of cartilage. Cartilage is 
soft, bendable tissue.

cartilaginous
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